
Year 7 Maths Information Evening – Questions and Answers 

Will all class time be spent on Maths Pathway? 

No. 4 or 5 out of 8 lessons will be spent on maths pathway every fortnight. In each Maths Pathway 

lesson, the teacher will still have a whole class starter activity for the first 10-15 minutes. The 

remainder of the lesson will be for students to work individually though their work on Maths 

Pathway. 

The remaining lessons are spent on rich, open tasks. These tasks will allow students to transfer the 

skills from each unit to a non-routine problem, while working on the logical thinking and 

mathematical reasoning skills. 

Do parents have access to the student’s portal? How do parents know what 

questions/problems/skills are being practiced? 

If you would like access to your child’s account, please contact your child’s mathematics teacher 

who will give you their login details. Alternatively, you can just ask you child for this! 

From this you will be able to see the content your child is working on.  

 

How does the teacher know that the child has understood the question and not just guessed the 

answer correctly? 

Does the teacher get to see the working out process? Is it all multiple choice? 

Very few of the questions are multiple choice, so guessing correctly is not really an issue. All work 

done in class will still be handwritten in their maths exercise books. About 30% of the fortnightly 

assessment is done by hand, so the teacher still has the opportunity to check a student’s working 

out. 

In addition, only about 50-60% of lessons are spent developing skills with Maths Pathway. The other 

lessons are devoted to problem solving tasks, where students will have to show how they apply the 

skills they have learned in more unfamiliar situations.  

 

If they are working at “their level” how do you make sure they are trying their best? How do you 

monitor lazy students? What pushes students to stretch beyond their comfort zones? 

We will monitor students the same way we would if they were working out of a regular textbook. 

There is a minimum amount of work expected to be completed (6 modules every two weeks), 

however we will monitor this and it may change for your child throughout the year, depending on 

how much support they need. 

Teachers will still interact and question students to formatively assess them in lessons, as we 

normally would. The regular fortnightly assessment will also give us consistent feedback on how the 

student is progressing. 

 

If a unit is self-paced how is guidance provided on how much needs to be achieved in an overall 

period? 



The units are not self-paced. Students are set a minimum number of modules that they are expected 

to complete each fortnight. This is currently set at 6, but can be increased or decreased by the 

teacher throughout the year depending on the student. If a student is falling behind, parents will be 

notified and students will need to catch up by staying after school during a Homework Club or Maths 

Help sessions (Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays). 

 

How do you manage a student that is falling behind? 

If a student is falling behind we may ask them to attend the Maths Help Session or Homework club 

after school to catch-up. This would be no different to how we would manage a student falling 

behind with a regular textbook. Parents will be contacted if this is a persistent issue. 

 

How will children on a D or E grade be supported? 

We have an extra teacher scheduled on during maths lessons to take students who need extra 

support into a smaller class setting. This is a flexible set up – students will be asked to join this group 

as and when they need help. 

 

How far do students extend? 

Currently we have set the units up in Maths Pathway so that students can access material up to the 

end of Year 8. If a child achieves this, we have extension problem solving questions for them to work 

on. These problems do not require a higher level of skill, but will challenge students to think in 

different ways to approach questions presented in unfamiliar contexts. 

 

Will students have access to the IGS “homemade” maths tutorial videos via Ivanhoe Connect as 

per previous years? They were very useful to my older child. 

Yes, these are all uploaded on Youtube on either of these channels: 

Wendy McCarry https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEPAq2ff5vl11AbDS4FDhIQ 

Maths IGS https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPD-puLJrHw-L2vtisl5E_w 

 

Can the students do practice questions at home? What will the students do for homework? 

The students can work on their modules at home. They can either do this online, or download the 

worksheet at school and work offline at home. They will be expected to complete one module 

(which consists of a worksheet for a specific objective) per week as homework. 

 

How many secondary schools are using Maths Pathway? 

Other schools using Maths Pathway can be found on their website, http://mathspathway.com/ 
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Is Maths Pathway currently installed on all Year 7 computers? Is this a web-based program? 

This is a web-based programme, so no installation is required. It works best with Google Chrome, 

which all Year 7s have on their laptops.  

 

Is there a hard copy of the text book? 

No. Maths Pathway has the rights to several different textbooks, so the worksheets the students 

complete are a collection of the best resources for each objective. Maths Pathway acts as a 

“personalised textbook” for each student, that changes as the student progresses through each unit. 

An additional benefit as this much more environmentally friendly than a regular textbook.  However, 

your child is welcome to download and print their worksheets if they prefer to read them on paper 

rather than on their laptop.  

 

How can you help as a parent? 

Try to foster a growth mindset at home. Encourage students to try different ways to work through 

their problems, and celebrate when a student has made a mistake and been able to correct it. Asking 

your child to explain what they are currently learning is a great way to see if they truly understand 

what they are doing. If you have any concerns, you can always contact your child’s teacher. 

 

When will they learn to use their maths calculator? 

They will learn to use their calculator as and when it is needed. Most of the work done in Term 1 is 

not calculator based, although students will be shown how to check their answers using their 

calculator. 

 

Do parents get assessment at end of every unit? 

Yes, you will get a report of their achievement level (Graded A-E) through CONEQT, as you would 

with your child’s other subjects.  

Achievement grades are given as follows: 

Grade Meaning 

A Working 1 year or more above the standard for Year 7 

B Working approximately 6 months above the standard for Year 7 

C Meeting the standard – working at expected grade level 

D Working approximately 6 months below the standard 

E Working 1 year or more below the standard 

 

 



Will students be split into groups according to ability? 

No, with the exception of students who are working well below grade level and need extra support. 

Recent research in mathematics education does not support students being split according to ability 

at this age. 

See, for example: 

http://www.curriculum.edu.au/leader/is_time_up_for_ability_grouping,22535.html?issueID=11280 

 

Will maths pathway be used in Year 8? 

We are unsure at this point, this will be reviewed once we have been using Maths Pathway for the 

first semester. 

 

How constructive is the feedback? 

Very! Teachers have access to all students’ answers they do online, as well as their handwritten 

work. As the assessment happens so frequently, teachers will have the opportunity to continually 

speak with students about what they need to do to progress. 

 

How many attempts does a student have to pass a topic before they move on? 

There is no limit to this, however if a student had tried a topic 2-3 times without success, we would 

then have them work in one of our smaller groups so that they can get some one-on-one support 

with that topic. It is important that a student asks their teacher for help if they feel they are not 

understanding a concept, as they normally would. 

 

Do students work online with Maths Pathway, or on paper? 

Mostly on paper. The only work that is done online is about 70% of the fortnightly assessment, 

although their working out can still be done using pen and paper.  

 

What if the learning approach does not suit my child? 

The approach is no different to a normal textbook. Although there are videos on Maths Pathway to 

help students understand, there is still a teacher in the classroom to help a student when they need 

it. 

Also, Maths Pathway is not the only approach we are using in our maths lessons. There are a variety 

of approaches being used, such as starter activities, group work, problem solving, direct instruction, 

and peer tutoring to name a few. So we would hope that through our different learning approaches 

we are able to suit all learning styles at different times. 
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What if my child is colour blind? Will they still be able to answer all of the online questions? 

The software developers at Maths Pathway been extremely careful to account for colour blindness. 

The content writers constantly refer to a chart showing which colours can be hard to distinguish 

between for different types of colour blindness, so the worksheets and assessment items should 

avoid this issue. 

From a user interface point of view, there is always an icon in addition to a colour if we're trying to 

distinguish. One example is the red bicycle, yellow car, green aeroplane scheme - this is why there is 

a picture as well as a colour here. 

 

 


